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Proceedingto EstablishGuidelinesfor an
IntrastateUniversalServiceFund.

) ORDER DESIGNATING

) GTE AS AN ELIGIBLE

) TELECOMMUNICATIONS

) CARRIER

This matter' comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) on the request of GTE South, Inc. (GTE or the Company) for' an Order'

designating the Company as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) in South

Carolina in accordance with the new Federal Communications Commission's (FCC's)

guidelines. Such a designation would allow GTE to receive federal universal service

support.

GTE notes in its request that the FCC's original Order' required carriers to offer'

Lifeline customer's toll limitation services at no charge. Toll limitation was defined as toll

blocking, which allows customers to block outgoing calls, and toll control, which allows

customers to limit in advance their toll usage per month or' billing cycle. The FCC

allowed the state commissions to grant carrier's technically incapable of providing these

toll limitation sercices a transitional period during which they may receive federal

universal support while they complete upgrades to their switches so that they can provide

such services. On November 24, 1997, the Commission granted such a waiver' to GTE
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until 1-1-99andgrantedawaiverto theCoalitionCompaniesuntil suchtime astheFCC

acteduponreconsiderationrequestsof its UniversalServiceOrder'.

OnDecember'30, 1997,theFCCreleasedits FourthOrder'onReconsideration

thereinchangingits requirementto qualify asanETCto includeeithertoll blocking or

toll control.GTEis currentlyprovidingtoll blockingto its customers,howevertoll

controlwill not beavailableuntil sometimein 1999.TheFCC'sdecisionmakesthetoll

controlwaiver'amootpoint sinceprovidingthis serviceis no longerarequirementto be

designatedasanETC.

Giventheexpirationof theCommission-approvedwaiver'on 1-1-99,GTE

requeststhatthis CommissionissueanOrderdesignatingthatGTE is anEligible

TelecommunicationsCarder'in SouthCarolinain accordancewith thenewFCC

guidelines,prior'to theendof 1998.

Consideringtheprovisionsof theFCC's FourthOrder'onReconsiderationwhich

changedits requirementto allow in thealternativeeithertoll blocking or'toll controlasa

prerequisitefor'designationof aCompanyasanETC,andconsideringthatGTE

presentlyprovidestoll blockingto its customers,weherebydesignateGTE South,Inc. as

anEligible TelecommunicationsCarTier.
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This Ordershallremainin full forceandeffectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

Chairman
5f: i

ATTEST:

Executive I_ctor

(SEAL)


